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RETURN OF THE VIN 


Focused “Vision’ 


n May 2004, increasingly erratic 

Vines frontman Craig Nicholls lashed 

out at a small Sydney show, calling the 

audience “sheep,” smashing a pho- 
tographer’s camera, and causing bassist 
Patrick Matthews to leave the stage 
(and eventually the band) in disgust. 

“We thought we had to generate some 
excitement,” Nicholls says with a slight 
smile. “But | suppose it got out of hand.” 


Six months later word 
broke that Nicholls was 
diagnosed with Asperger's 
syndrome, a form of 
autism with symptoms 
that include obsessive 
behavior and problems 
with social interaction. The 
28-year-old Nicholls says 
it “explained a lot of things 


Kid Rock 


Scott Stapp 
Rock blames 

Scott Stapp for 
losing the video of the 
two rockers getting 
oral sex from groupies, 
which wound up in the 
hands of an adult-film 
company (Stapp 
insists it was stolen). 
“He's the idiot 
because it's out,” says 
Kid Rock. “I'm holding 
him responsible." 
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MAYNARD JAMES 


The End of Tool? 


he'll stick around long 
enough to attempt a bit 
more mischief. “I'd love 
to shove a fucking 
grand piano out of a 
hotel window,” he says. 
“It's fucking impossi- 
ble!” RENE SYMONDS 


that had been going on.” Asperger's also 
results in intense focus, which he applied 
to the tight, hook-laden songs on their 
third album, Vision Valley. 

The band hasn't played live since 2004, 
and Vision opens with “I am a vine, all 
twisted and frayed / Lookin’ for light a mil- 
lion ways.” “I know this sounds strange,” 
Nicholls says, “but | don’t remember writ- 
ing a lot of these songs.” BARRY DIVOLA 


“Doing fine now!”: Vines guitarist Ryan Griffiths and Nicholls 


t's been five years since Tool’s double-platinum 
Lateralus. This month Maynard James Keenan's 
band is finally releasing a wildly experimental one- 
hour-plus epic. What took so long? Keenan says 


working with his other group, A Perfect Circle, and 
releasing his own line of wines (really!) has been taxing. 


10,000 Days’ extremely heavy sound is “Tool’s version 


of a blues record,” Keenan says. “Even after 16 years, I'm 
still hostile. There’s 
enough stuff out there 
that chaps my ass.’ 
Even so, the band’s end 
may be near: “I see that 
happening sooner 
rather than later.” 


Keenan's 
typical 
loungewear 


But Keenan insists 


ARTIST/Title 


DRESSING LIKE A WOMAN IN BAHRAIN 
Because there's just more lifestyle 
options for Muslim ladies these days 


FAKE RAP VIDEOS REVIVE SNL But w 
dreading Horatio Sanz's reggaeton spoof 


McCARTNEYS PROTEST SEAL HUNT 
The walrus wants all the blubber for himself 


© MONTHS ON CHART 


REAL WORLD: KEY WEST Anticipating 
casting for Road Rules: Betty Ford Center 


WINNING AN OSCAR To think Robert 
Altman should have been calling himself 
‘Crunchy Blac" all these years * 


HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL SOUNDTRACK 
HITS NO. 4 Disney Channel: Turning our 
kids gay one sequined leotard at a time 


PINK’S I’M NOT DEAD Note: DNA 
evidence won't be ready for eight weeks 


ELLIOTT SMITH Sadly, still dead 


THE BATTLE FOR RINGTONE CHART 
SUPREMACY Will “Super Mario Bros. 
usurp “My Humps”? 


BEING PETE DOHERTY Like playing 
Grand Theft Auto and Guitar Hero at the 
same time + 


SHOOTINGS ON THE SET OF RAP 
VIDEOS Is no place sacred? 


Because 
nothing's hotter than shouting “yeaaah! 
and “okaaay!" from behind a fake plant 


NAMING A STREET AFTER KORN Giving 
California teens an easier way to describe 
the place where they buy drug: 


HOOKING UP A VIBRATOR TO YOUR 
XBOX Gaming is officially too immersive 


LIL’ KIM’S LEAKY BREAST IMPLANTS 
The DA still wouldn't grant them a plea 
bargain « 


WOLFGANG PETERSEN'S POSEIDON 


Barely beating Steven Spielberg's 
nysus and Wes Anderson's Demeter 
heaters 


DRESSING UP LIKE PAULA ABDUL AT 
SPRING TRAINING Who says steroids 
your judgr ment? 


"FIVE MONTHS WITHOUT A NEW RYAN 
ADAMS ALBUM Is he all right? 


THE POPE'S ITUNES CELEBRITY 
PLAYLIST More Rammstein than we 
might've expected 


CH-CH-CH-CHANGES The Spin 20 has 
\eft the building 


+ Pacesetter Biggest gainer this month * Hotshot debut 
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